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Under natural conditions, Canada geese are pro-
tected from predatory mammals by selecting nest
§ sites on islands, muskrat lodges, cliffs, or snags, or
nests made by ospreys or other raptors. The limited
availability of safe natural sites seems to hold many
goose populations below limits set by other habitat
factors. The use of artificial structures to provide
safe nest sites for Canada geese in North America
began more than 50 years ago; structures are now
among the most widely used, and most successful,
of goose management practices.

Structures are considered any artificial device,
with the exception of earthen or rock islands,
intended to provide a safe nest site for Canada
geese. In some situations artificial islands are
preferable to structures, but artificial islands are
beyond the scope of this chapter.

Deciding Whether to Use Structures

The purpose of structures is to increase nest
success, usually by reducing nest predation or
flooding. Structures are quite effective, often
supporting nest success rates of 85-90% versus
65-75% on most natural islands or marshes. An in-
crease in the number of pairs that uses structures
is not usually accompanied by 2 propertional or
long-term decrease in the number of pairs using
adjacent natural sites. Hence, structures tend to
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productivity. However, a population will not in-
crease if the additional goslings do not fledge
(population limited by brood habitat) or if adult
mortality is excessive. Structures can do nothing

to improve the former situation, and pioneering use
of structures is likely to be very slow if adult
mortality is excessive.

Numerous important considerations zbout
structures are not fundamentally biclogical in
nature: aesthetic issues, agency policies, costs,
durability, maintenance demands of nest materials,
and potential for crop depredation or other nui-
sance problems that sometimes accompany an in-
creasing goose population. Primary advantages of
nest structures for geese are that occupancy and
nest success usually are very high, capital costs are
relatively low, structures are adaptable and popular
for use on private lands, and results usually are
rapid and tangible. The need for continuing main-
tenance is probably the most commonly averlooked
disadvantage. In addition, poorly designed or main-
tained structures can cause accidental goose mor-
tality, and some people object to structures because
of their obtrusiveness or artificiality. Nest struc-
ture programs for geese probably fail more because
of inadequate maintenance than for all other
reasons comhined. Consequently, a program should
not be initiated unless the necessary maintenance
can be continued for at least 10 years.

Durability of Structures

Shifting ice is a powerful force and the most
important threat to structure durability in most
areas. Ice damage is rare on properly installed






