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rent pintail regulation model was flawed

because it assumed that all birds killed by
hunters would have survived otherwise.
This assumption has not been supported
by either banding data or population
changes for any waterfowl species. The
USEFWS rapidly responded to the [lyway-
wide concern by modifying the model and
adding an estimate for birds
that would die of natural causes
if there were not losses to hunt-
ing. Inexplicably, the change
did not result in an increase in
allowable harvest. Clearly, the
model has other assumptions that need 1o
be examined more carefully.

[n early summer, the USFWS inad-
vertently awakened biologists and manag-
ers across the nation to our pintail
frustrations. lts proposals to restrict har-
vest of a second species, lesser scaup,
spurred a groundswell of concern. Using
computer models that included the same
erroneous assumptions as other species
models, lesser scaup became the new tar-
get for restrictive regulations.

Like pintails, scaup had experienced
severe declines during the past decade,
and the USFWS was proposing to drop

the daily bag limit to one! Again, there
was no evidence from either banding or
population data that harvest was driving
the decline, and waterfowl biologists, in-
cluding some whose research [ocused on
scaup, cried “foul.” This time, the Internet
became a tremendous tool for raising

awareness, and the outcry from the scien-

This time, the Internet became
a tremendous tool for raising
awareness...

tific world produced results. The USFWS
dropped its proposal to reduce scaup lim-
its (at least for this year).

[t was also an opportunity for CWA

to make biologists nationwide aware of

the inequity of pintail restrictions. As a re-
sult, we hope to forge new partners and
build biological and political strength in
our quest to correct existing models and
provide relief to California hunters from
excessive restrictions. In our opinion,
nearly 20 years of overly restrictive regu-
lations has been an unsuccessful “experi-
ment.” Pintails can withstand increased
harvest (especially of drakes) without de-

Severe pintail
restrictions are not
the answer.
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creasing population
level survival rates,
and we believe that
this incentive would
increase interest and
financial support 1o
address the real
problem with pin-
tails — changes in
critical habitats that
would increase pro-
duction.

With pintails continuing to increase
in abundance over California decoys, the
frustration expressed by California water-
fowl hunters is likely to continue with this
year's extreme restrictions. With such
abundance, hunters must take extra pre-
cautions to avoid violating harvest regula-
tions. Severe species restrictions have

become an increasingly important

issue for CWA and our newly

formed political advocate group,

COHA. Harvest is the most impor-

tant incentive to hunt, and if the

rewards become too difficult to
obtain, our passion alone won’t be enough
Lo sustain hunting or wetlands conserva-
tion.

CWA members, please know that we
are pursuing reasonable pintail regula-
tions. Redirecting the course of govern-
ments is a difficult and time-consuming
task. Fortunately, CWA, together with
COHA and other new partners, is more
strongly positioned than ever to take on
this challenge. In the coming year, we will
be increasing biological and political pres-
sure for more reasonable pintail harvest
management and involvement ol water-
fowl experts in the modeling process. £



CUISINE

ince moving west from Virginia over

30 years ago, I've lost my easygoing

southern disposition. Always in a
hurry, | get impatient when cashiers take
what seems like an eternity, but is actually
only a minute or two, to ring me up. Frus-
trated with the “Keepers of the Freeway
Speed” who insist on driving the exact
speed limit in the fast lane, | fantasize
about the advantages of having a rocket
launcher mounted on the front of my
truck to clear the way. Could this possibly
be a good thing? 1 don't think so.

My cooking style is typically fast and
hot. Give your duck a rub, slap it into a
hot pan, and toss in a handful of fresh
herbs, maybe some mushrooms, a splash
of wine... gotta go! While I'm not likely to
change the way 1 usually cook my game,
I've learned from my Louisiana friends
that there’s more than one way to cook a
duck, T like duck gumbo, as the Cajuns
sav, “like a pig loves corn.” This is true
comlort food.

As a fellow West Coaster, I'm asking
you to try a couple of new items you have
probably avoided up until now. Let's start
with okra. The closest that most of my

[riends get to this slimy vegetable is the

... I've learned from my
Louisiana friends that
there’s more than one
way to cook a duck.

pickled variety they submerge into their
Bloody Marys. File powder is the other
oddball ingredient. Made from ground,
dried sassafras leaves, this powder adds a
unique [lavor and acts as a thickener [or
soups, stews, and gumbo. They're both
readily available in your grocery store...

really.

Loaded with flavor, Duck Gumbo is slow-cooking at its best.

This recipe has been adapted from a
f[ew Louisiana natives who've spent their
lives hunting, fishing, and cooking just
about anything that moves. This thick

stew is loaded with flavorful, tender duck,

Southern Comfort

by Scott Leysath, The Sporting Chef

Photo courtesy of the author

shrimp, sausage, and whatever else you
leel like throwing in the pot. There are no
shortcuts to gumbo. Relax, get vourself a
glass of sweet tea, and enjoy the aroma of

slow-cooking, Southemn style,

Duck Gumbo

Gumbo freezes well. Make a big batch, cool, and freeze it in batches. Best served over

rice. Makes about 2 gallons.

6o 8 large ducks, split in half and cleaned
chicken or beef broth

6 Tbs Old Bay Seasoning®

2 Tbs garlic powder

1 Tbs oregano

1 Tbs salt

3 Ths file powder

5 bay leaves

duck, okra, shrimp, and sausage and stir. Simmer for 10 minutes. %

1

4 large yellow onions, coarsely chopped

4 red bell peppers, coarsely chopped

1 cup olive oil

1% cups all purpose flour

20 oz frozen cut okra, thawed

2 |bs. shelled large shrimp

1% Ibs. Andouille, Kielbasa, or any smoked
sausage, sliced

Place ducks in a large pot, cover with water, bring to a boil, and simmer [or 5
to 6 hours or until meat can be easily removed from body. Pull meat [rom body,
roughly chop, and set aside. Strain liquid into another large pot over medium heat,
adding additional chicken or beel broth to make 3 quarts of liquid. Add Old Bay
Seasoning and next 7 ingredients. Simmer until onions are translucent. While sim-
mering, heat oil in a heavy skillet over medium-high heat. Slowly whisk in flour,
stirring constantly until mixture (roux) is chocolate brown, but not burnt. Remove

from heat and allow to cool completely before stirring roux into pot. Add reserved




To FLUSH 2 PHEASANT

by Jake Messerli, Director of Waterfowl and Wetland Programs

Getting pheasants to flush can be a challenge, but selecting the right location could make all the difference.

eing the avid waterfowler that I am, I've never consid-

ered myself a pheasant hunter per se, but I've taken my

fair share of long tails. Here are a few tips that have
helped me when I'm looking to bag some of these wily up-
land birds.

The success of a pheasant hunt depends almost entirely
on the hunter’s ability to flush the birds. A hunter with the
wrong approach can roam all day and not even see a bird,
though it might be lurking a few feet away. A bit of strategy
during the hunt can help flush
the birds and fill your bag.

Concentrate Pheasant Hunt-
ing Efforts Around Water

Many pheasant hunters fo-
cus on large tracts of dry land, but pheasants typically run
from one end to the other and blow out the other side before
you can get anywhere near them. I you're hunting in a large
group with blockers, open fields of grassland habitat might
not be a problem, but when hunting alone, you're mostly
wasling your time.

By hunting in and around water, you can push the
pheasants to the water's edge, where they'll hold tight and

A bit of strategy during
the hunt can help flush the
birds and fill your bag.
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flush close. Hunt the edge of a meandering swale or the
pond edge and work the peninsulas and islands. Pheasants
will often seek refuge in thick wetland vegetation such as tu-
les or cattails and roost on islands, especially late in the sea-

son after weeks of intense hunting pressure.

Hunt Ditches

Pheasants aren't called “ditch parrots” for nothing, Not
only do ditches have water, but most often they have the
thickest vegetation. Walk the
ditch all the way to the end. If
you stop short a few yards, the
pheasant may not flush.

Get a Good Dog
Without a dog, you may walk by dozens ol pheasants
that refuse to flush. And in the case that you can't lind pheas-

ants, it’s always fun to watch the dog work.

The next time you plan a pheasant hunt, consider plan-
ning your tactics, too. Be thorough and choose your routes
and hunt areas carefully. Add a few new strategies, and you'll
leave the hunt toting a full bag, #g




Grassland hunters want to know if more pintails are heading to the Sacramento Valley.

GRASSLANDS
HUNTING

Water, Ducks, and Harvest in

the Last 10 Years

by Dennis Woolington, UFWS Supervisory Wildlife Biologist
Bill Cook, Los Banos Wildlife Area Refuge Manager

Greg Gerstenberg, DFG Unit Biologist

and Richard Wright, CWA/GWD Associate Biologist
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any lactors alfect what hunters

in the Grasslands are seeing in

the sky and in their bags. Bird
numbers, the ratio of young to adult birds,
hunting pressure, and wetland conditions
all play roles in harvest.

Over the past 10 years, the Grassland
Water District (GWD) initiated voluntary
reporting of harvest records for private
clubs within the district. GWD delivers
water to the majority of private Grassland
wetlands west of the San Joaquin River.
This area comprises 60,000 acres of wel-
lands and associated uplands and over
160 private wetlands operated as duck
clubs. Dean Kwasny. a former GWD biol-
ogist, spearheaded the early elforts, and at
least 35 clubs have participated each year.
These harvest numbers are valuable for
determining harvest trends and patterns.
The surveys are not intended to be a com-
plete census.

So what have we learned in 10 years
of collecting data? First, the season-long
average for the daily bag has ranged from
3.25 to 4.63 birds per hunter in the North
Grassland clubs and 2.59 to 4.39 for the
South Grassland clubs. The last three sea-

sons have seen some of the highest aver-





