














Canine of the Year

Petey

by Stan Ruddell

y thanks go to California Water-

(CWA) for

choosing Petey to be Canine of

the Year for 2007. He has always been my

dog of the year, so I am glad to share him
with CWA.

After my last dog, Pepper, passed

fowl Assocation

away, my wife Lynne and I decided to get
a pup from a breeder. I had never bought
a dog before, but Lynne talked me into it.
Picking up a tiny yellow Lab at Dustin Re-
trievers in Sutter, California, was the best
hunting decision I ever made.

Petey was born on Janaury 9, 2000.
In the off-season Petey weighs 100
pounds. You might imagine that at his
size the only thing he loves more than
duck hunting is eating. When he was a
puppy, he seemed to sleep most of the day
away; he just kept growing. Many times
hehasdisappeared down our
street, only to be found in
the neighbor’s garage eating
some other dog’s food. One
time when he was a pup he
found some tasty rat poison hidden in a
corner of the garage. It cost almost the
same amount to have his stomach pumped
as it did to buy him.

Petey has been well socialized. He is a
lover, not a fighter. He knows when he
has a job to do. When I get up in the wee
hours of the morning to go hunting, he
hears me and follows me into the living
room. He knows that it’s time to go.

With no more than home obedience
training and informal home retriever train-
ing, Petey has become an unstoppable
bird-finding machine. Many times I think
there is no chance to recover a sailed bird,
but Petey finds it. I cannot tell you how
many cripples he has found that hunters
or other dogs could not. He retrieves the
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Sn ad Petey proudly display the fruits of one of any hunts together.

birds that the other dogs miss. Petey has
probably found and retrieved over 1,000
birds.

Since I mostly hunt on public areas, 1
have trained him to sit on a small alumi-
num platform. The pond water is cold,

...Petey has become an unstoppable
bird-finding machine.

and he knows it. Petey whines until I get
the stand set up, then he sits patiently
waiting for his opportunity.

Petey is a great family dog; he

Photo courtesy of the author
has trained fora half-marathon with
Lynne and has been the mascot for our
daughters’ soccer teams, playing soccer
with the girls. He always gets noticed. The
usual comment is “Look at the size of that
dog!” When he is in the field, my hunting
partners comment on what
a nose he has.

I don’t look forward to
the day when Petey be-
comes too old to go out in
the field; it will break my heart to leave
him at home. He is the perfect hunting
companion. Thank you for giving Petey

this honor.

CALIFORNIA WATERFOWL + MARCH/APRIL 2008



CWA Meeting of the Members

Notice is hereby given that a Membership Meeting of the California Waterfowl Association (CWA) will be held at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, March
15, 2008, at the Holiday Inn - Capitol Plaza in Sacramento (300 J Street, 916-446-0100 ) for the purpose of electing directors and conducting such other
business as may come before the membership. The CWA Bylaws require a minimum number of members present or proxies to constitute a quorum.
Members who are unable to attend the meeting are requested to vote by sending in this proxy. If you will not be attending to vote in person, please sign
and return this proxy by March 7, 2008. This proxy will not be used if you attend the meeting and vote in person.

1. For the election of the following person(s) as directors of the association to serve a three-year term commencing March 15, 2008:

«Bill Hedgpeth is a long-time member of CWA at the Life member level and currently serves on the Board of Directors He is a charter member of
CWA’s South Bay committee. He brings his 16+ years of business experience to the board and is currently employed as the President and CEO of
Z-Tech Sales, Inc. He brings to the association his deep community spirit and enthusiasm for preserving waterfowl habitat and outdoor heritage; he is
a forthright advocate for the rights of hunters. His affiliations include President (ERA), Northern California Electronic Rep’s Association, and active
member with Ducks Unlimited.

For Against Withhold

*Terry Holberton III has been a member of CWA since 1999. He spent his youth playing sports and hunting birds with his father in Southern Cali-
fornia and the Mexicali Valley. In 1966, Terry graduated from U.C. Berkeley with a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics. He served as an Officer in the
United States Marine Corps from 1966 through 1970. Terry has enjoyed a successful career in the investment arena as a former Vice President with
Merrill Lynch Capital Markets and more recently as principal of an investment advisory firm. Terry was instrumental in organizing the annual Southern
California Shoot and BBQ, a successful fund raising event for CWA held in Los Angeles County. Currently, Terry is serving CWA as a member of the
Regulations and Traditions Committee as well as serving on the board as an Associate Director. Terry lives in Los Angeles with his wife, Valerie, and
their two small munsterlanders.

For Against Withhold

«Jim Waters is a CWA Life Member having shot his first duck in the Suisun Marsh in 1968 while attending St. Mary’s College. His career in industrial
and construction equipment sales never took him too far from the marsh. Serving as a CWA Director he brings to the board his valuable experience
working closely with the politicians and regulatory agencies both in Sacramento and the Suisun Marsh. Jim also currently serves as a Director of the
Rich Island Gun Club, President of the Simmons-Wheeler Reclamation District, and Director of the Suisun Resource Conservation District. His affili-
ations include National Rifle Association, Ducks Unlimited, Delta Waterfowl, Cal Trout, and Trout Unlimited.

For Against Withhold

« Bill Wright is a CWA Gold Benefactor currently serving on the Board of Directors as the district director representing the Northeastern region of
California. He is also an active member of the CWA Regulations and Traditions Committee as well as co-chair of the Fall River/Intermountain Dinner
Committee. He brings to the board a proven background in Real Estate and an honest desire to strengthen the association’s mission of enhancing and
restoring California’s waterfowl and their habitat. He is a licensed California Real Estate Broker and the founder and owner of Shasta Land Services.
His affiliations include Redding East Rotary, Rotary Foundation (Paul Harris Fellow and Benefactor), Shasta County Farm Bureau, California Wild Rice
Growers (Fall River Wild Rice), Fall River Food Products LLC Executive Committee, Sierra Cascade Logging Conference Equipment Committee, and
Shasta County Private Industry Council.

For Against Withhold

2. Other Business: On such other matters as may properly come before the meeting in accordance with majority vote of those members in attendance.

Yes No Withhold
Date Signature Printed Name
Address Phone #

Please sign, fold, tape, and return this proxy by March 7, 2008
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Fold Here

You could win a Savage 17 cal Rifle return your proxy by March 7!
See other side for details.

Fold Here

Please place
first-class
postage here

California Waterfowl Association
4630 Northgate Boulevard, Suite 150
Sacramento CA 95834-1141

Tape Here



magine a wetland stretching as far as the eye can see, with

over 180,000 continuous protected acres of riparian corri-

dors, vernal pools, grasslands, and permanent marshes.
Imagine dedicated hunters and volunteers doing everything
they can to conserve the wetland for themselves and for future
generations. This place you have imagined exists, and it’s called
the Grasslands of the Northern San Joaquin Valley.

California Waterfowl Association (CWA) has worked in
partnership with the Grassland Water District, federal and state
agencies, and many others for over 20 years to help protect and
enhance the Grasslands. Through waterfowl and habitat
projects, fundraising, and youth education we are working
together to maintain a healthy wetland ecosystem — including
the funds, volunteers, and inspiration to sustain it.

Maintaining and improving a 180,000 acre wetland
complex is no small task for partners. For 20 years, we have

been banding waterfowl in the Grasslands; just fewer than
25,000 mallards have been marked, along with a variety of other
species. In 1992, CWA was proud to have a key role in getting
the Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA) signed into
law, to secure water for wildlife in the region. Finally, three
separate phases of North American Wetlands Conservation Act
grants totaling three million dollars have made broad based
partnerships with agencies and private landowners possible,
and have resulted in tremendous habitat restoration projects.
The people of the Grasslands have long been involved in
supporting waterfowl conservation through fundraising and
education. Grasslands volunteers have stepped up to every
challenge. Please read on to find out more about current activities
in the Grasslands. Our appreciation goes to the many volunteers

and partners in the area who have made this wetland survive
-4,

and thrive. &




by Ken Peterson, Director of Fundraising

Decoy carver Dan Buchheit (left) presents a decoy to Dennis Hatfield.

hat has amazed me over the years, and a story I would like to tell, is

about the passion and support for California Waterfowl Association

(CWA) that comes from the thousands of duck hunters in and
around the Grasslands. To date, CWA has 17 grassroots fundraising events
that are primarily attended and chaired by Grasslands duck hunters.

Over the last 20 years, the CWA Fresno/Clovis, Los Banos, North Grass-
lands, South Bay, and Watsonville events have raised over five million dollars
in support of CWA’s mission. Attendance at these five events totaled more
than 30,000 duck hunters, dedicated to making the Grasslands a better place
to pursue and pass on the lifestyle they love so much. Highly successful an-
nual events in Atwater, Gustine, Hanford, Hollister, Kerman, Merced, Modesto,
Salinas, and Santa Cruz have also blossomed, a result of their committees’ pas-
sion for conservation and love of the Grasslands hunting experience.

The duck clubs in the Grasslands are taking an active role in fundraising
efforts as well. We have seen the Hollister Land and Cattle raise over $100,000
at its annual event, while bringing more than 80 of its members into the CWA
Life Member Program. This is one of the largest duck club fundraisers in the
country. Their efforts have been contagious, as the Salinas Gun Club followed
suit, holding an event that raised over $14,000 in 2006. This January, the
Gustine Gun Club also held a mid-season fundraiser and life membership
drive.

The committee leadership for these events has been absolutely awesome
over the years. These folks can direct a committee, involve a community, and
fulfill their objective of generating membership and revenue for the resource
through quality grassroots events. This year alone, these 17 events supported
and led by Grasslands watefowlers will raise more than one million dollars to
preserve and enhance California’s waterfowl, wetlands, and hunting heritage.

CWA salutes the many people that have attended and provided leader-
ship for these events. You are all a testimony to the great spirit of the California
duck hunting community. £
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Bill Hedgpeth serves CWA and the Grasslands
hunting community in a variety of ways.

Volunteer Spotlight

Bill Hedgpeth — South Bay Chapter

CWA Life Member Bill Hedgpeth has a
long history of volunteering with the California
Waterfowl Association (CWA). Bill is an avid
duck hunter and a member of the Red Fern
Duck Club in the South Grasslands where he
has enjoyed waterfowling for over 20 years.

As a CWA Director, Bill brings his 20-plus
years of business experience to the table; he is
currently employed as the President and CEO
of Z-Tech Sales, Inc.. He also sits on CWA'’s
Fundraising and Membership Committee, pro-
viding a wealth of knowledge in grassroots
fundraising event planning. A charter member
of the South Bay Chapter, Bill has played a huge
part in making the annual fundraiser one of
CWA’s most successful and most enjoyable
events. Bill has seen the South Bay Chapter,
largely attended by Grasslands duck hunters,
raise in excess of one million dollars over its 19
year history. Bill has also dedicated many hours
as a member of the CWA Hunting Heritage
Wine Committee, helping it flourish over the
past three years.

CWA is the beneficiary of Bill's deep com-
munity spirit and enthusiasm for preserving
waterfowl habitat in the Grasslands and our
hunting heritage, and advocating hunter’s
rights. Bill's other affiliations include past presi-
dent of the Northern California Electronics
Rep’s Association and Ducks Unlimited.

Bill Hedgpeth is a tremendous asset to
CWA and a true friend of the Grasslands duck
hunting community.
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The construction of new water dellvery ditches and control structures helps to improve water movement and supplies for management, food
production, and overall marsh health.

Enhancinga
Region

An Update on
Projects and Partners

by Chadd Santerre, CWA Wetland
Projects Supervisor
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“Grasslands”) is home to some 175 duck clubs, two

The Grassland Ecological Area (often referred to as the

state wildlife areas, and two federal refuges. In total,

the area covers roughly 180,000 acres of habitat dedicated

to waterfowl and many other species, which rely on these

wetlands and uplands for survival. The wetlands within the

region help support
upwards of one mil-
lion waterfowl and
hundreds of thou-
sands of shorebirds
during peak migra-
tions. The region also
ranks third in Califor-
nia for waterfowl pro-
duction, just behind
the Sacramento Valley
and northeastern Cal-
ifornia.

The wetlands
within the region
help support
upwards of one
million waterfowl
and hundreds

of thousands of
shorebirds....
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California Waterfowl Association (CWA) and our partners
have had a long history of dedicated efforts to ensure that this
core habitat area is protected and that conservation projects and
funding are available to maintain and improve these critical re-
sources. This past summer
was no exception; CWA spent
over $500,000 in grant fund-
ing for improvements on over
13 projects in the Grasslands
and on the Mendota Wildlife
Area.

The planning and fund-
ing efforts for these projects
started as far back as 2005.
The development of project
budgets and proposals by
CWA biologists and our part-
ners enabled funding to be
secured for the 2007 con-
struction Funding
was granted to CWA through
the following sources: Cali-

season.

fornia Department of Fish
and Game’s (DFG) Duck
Stamp funds, DFG’s appro-
priated funds from the state
legislature  for  mosquito
abatement projects, and the
North American Wetlands
Conservation Act (NAWCA).

Work in the region has

focused on management ca-

pabilities and water control
to improve irrigation efficiency, flood-up, and drawdown abili-
ties. In addition, the recently completed projects will have long-
lasting effects as the construction was done to ensure that
components will persist over time.

Projects took place on the Mendota, North Grasslands, and
Los Banos wildlife areas, im-
proving public hunt lands in
time for the 2007 waterfowl
season. The Grassland Water
District also benefitted from
work on the Eagle Ditch and
will see additional work con-
ducted in 2008 and 2009. At
the same time, CWA conduct- tl me.
ed similar type work on the
Lucky “K,” Frasher Farms, Sand Lake, and Oh So Hi duck clubs,
which has allowed these properties to improve infrastructure and
habitat management abilities.

For 2008, CWA has been awarded a $1 million grant from
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...recently completed projects will
have long-lasting effects as the
construction was done to ensure
that components will persist over

NAWCA for the North San Joaquin Valley Wetland Habitat Proj-
ect, Phase III. We will be starting work this spring. The proposal
has secured funding for restoration and enhancement efforts that
will take place on the North Grasslands Wildlife Area’s China Is-
land Unit, Los Banos Wildlife
Area, and four sites on Grass-
land Water District lands. In
addition,
projects will occur in the
Grassland Water District and
one additional private proj-

12 private land

ect will occur in the Mendota
area. A new major contribu-
tor was the San Joaquin River
Conservancy, and with its
support a riparian restoration
project will be conducted
along the San Joaquin River.

In addition to the NAW-
CA grant funding, work us-
ing funding from DFG’s duck
stamp program will be taking
place at the Los Banos and
North Grasslands wildlife ar-
eas.

The support of our
membership and partners
enables CWA to deliver habi-
tat projects that will have a
lasting effect on waterfowl
and their habitats that we are
all so dedicated to conserv-
ing. We would like to recog-
nize and thank all of the partners who are making recent habitat
improvements so successful:

Britto Land Company, California Department of Fish and
Game, California Duck Stamp Fund, Canal Properties, Central
Valley Joint Venture, Coaches Gun Club, Coast Cattle Company,
Frasher Farms, Frog’s Pond,
Grassland Water District, Gus-
tine Land & Cattle Company,
Hollister Land and Cattle, Lone
Tree Land and Cattle, Lucky
“K,” Manteca Land Company,
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, North American
Wetlands Conservation Act,
Oh So Hi, Old Schwab Ranch
Duck Club, Patos Duck Club, Sand Lake, San Joaquin River Con-
servancy, Stillwater Farms, Underwood Land and Development,
U.S. Department of Transportation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, and Wildlife Conservation Board. 4
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In 1996, the California High-Speed Rail Authority
was established to plan, design, and implement a high-
speed train system in California. With plans to split funding
among federal, state, and private sources, the proposed train
would run from the Bay Area to Los Angeles, and would
eventually include connections to the Sacramento area and
San Diego. The trip from San Francisco to Los Angeles is
expected to take just two and a half hours, and the train
would travel at speeds of up to 200 mph. The authority has
spent the last 11 years in the planning and designing phas-
es, and an Environmental Impact Statement and Environ-
mental Impact Review were completed in September 2005.

CWA supports alternative forms of transportation, particularly mass transit, which increases the
efficiency of transportation and minimizes impacts on the resource (energy required to carry a pas-
senger on high speed rail is 1/5 that of a standard automobile). The high-speed rail system is antici-
pated to carry up to 117 million passengers annually by the year 2030, saving a projected 22 million
barrels of oil each year, even with projected increases in fuel efficiency in vehicles. Other environ-
mental benefits of the high-speed rail system, which is electric, include decreased pollutants and
greenhouse gases.

However, we also care where the transit is located and seek to minimize direct environmental ef-
fects from the train itself. Unfortunately, one of the proposed high-speed rail lines connecting the Bay

Area to the Central Valley has routes immediately adjacent to and through the Grasslands Ecological




Area (GEA) and could negatively impact this valuable ecosystem. There are currently two
options, the Pacheco and Altamont Passes.

The Pacheco Pass alignment would run directly through the GEA and would eventu-
ally go through the state’s China Island Wildlife Unit or run parallel to Henry Miller
Road, cutting through the north and south Grasslands. The Henry Miller option would
run on the north side of Henry Miller Road right through the Los Banos Wildlife Area
wetlands and next to the area office and check station. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Grassland Water District, and California Department of Fish and Game have questioned
the biological impacts from such a project running through the GEA. While there are nu-
merous pros and cons of each alignment described in hundreds of pages of reports, a few
notable allures of the Pacheco Pass alignment are the saving of up to 30 minutes of travel
time, and saving billions of dollars in eminent domain acquisitions.

The Altamont Pass alignment would run through a more urban area north of the
GEA and would arguably have less environmental impact, though it would require the
construction of a new TransBay Tube below the San Francisco Bay and would cross di-
rectly through the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge. The author-
ity argues that “the magnitude of impacts to biological resources of the Bay crossing
would be greater than the impacts along the Pacheco alignment.” CWA submitted a letter
to the authority in October 2007 questioning whether the value of the GEA was inade-
quately assessed. Below is an excerpt from that letter:

“The wildlife value of the GEA as the last and largest contiguous block of wetland
habitat in California is unquestioned. Any Pacheco Pass alignment that either bisects the
GEA along Henry Miller Road or runs adjacent to the GEA will compromise the value of
the GEA to support wildlife....Any Pacheco Pass alignment will:

*  Restrict movements of wildlife and the connection between these habitats

*  Encourage growth in areas that are environmentally sensitive

*  Have negative impacts on Los Banos Wildlife Area, the oldest Wildlife Area in
the state (Henry Miller Road Option)

*  Encourage a future growth inducing train station next to or within the GEA
Because of the environmental sensitivity of the GEA, CWA strongly urges the
High Speed Rail Authority to eliminate any Pacheco Pass alignment that would
run adjacent or bisect the GEA.”

Despite concerns of those seeking to protect the wildlife values of the GEA, the au-
thority recommended the approval of the Pacheco Pass alignment in a November 2007
meeting, and it is expected to be finalized in March or April, 2008. The approval of the
Pacheco Pass does not bind the authority to the routes already specified, and changes
could still be made as the line is implemented over the next decade. For route maps, de-
tailed descriptions of decision processes, and more information on this complex matter,
please visit www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov/.

Mﬁ chaodo /—\ Natalie Machado

Sales/Management
Backhoe Cowcrete Products
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“@uality You Can Count On Sinee 1942"

COMMERCIAL TRUCK & FLEET SALES

2001 Market Street, San Francisco, California 94114
(415) 431-8100 FAX {415) 255-1962

SINCE 1928

SAN FRANCISCO’S
ONLY FORD &
LINCOLN/MERCURY
DEALER

LARGEST FORD
COMMERCIAL FLEET
DEALER IN BAY AREA

Purchase your 2008 model
car or truck at special
“X” Plan prices

* Parts and Service for all
Ford & Lincoln Mercury
Vehicles.

* Flatbeds, service bodies,
vans, and dumps available
for immediate delivery.

Business hours
Mon-Fri 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Direct fleet line
415-431-8100, Ext. 329
Cell: 415-786-1701
Fax: 415-255-1962

22332 W. 3rd Ave, ¢ Owne, Two, and Three Man Duck Blinds Frank J. Ginotti,
Stevinson, CA 95374 + Dog Boxes ..
Phone: 209-632-0508 or 209-632-0057 ¢ canal gate Headwalls Municipal Fleet Manager
Fax: 209-632-8198 +  water Control Welrs :
Email: mbiconcrete@netvelocite.net + Irrigation Structures CWA Llfe B_enefaCtor

¢ Concrete Boxes Ducks Unlimited Sponsor
Class A Lic # 732637 +  wattrman 5 Freswo Scrawgatcs

+ Slide gates 5 Pipe
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by Richard Wright, Grassland Water District and
CWA San Joaquin Valley Regional Biologist

id you know that Merced County has boasted the highest
harvest of waterfowl in the nation? The reason: a vast com-
plex of wetlands and uplands that provides some of the
most prime seasonal waterfowl habitat in the nation. The com-
plex is termed the Grasslands Ecological Area. Preserving this
valuable wetland complex poses some of the biggest challenges of
any area in the state. On all sides of the Grasslands sit some of the
fastest growing cities in the Central Valley of California. Once-
small farming towns such as Los Banos now serve as suburbs for
folks working in the Bay Area.
The long-term protection of the Grasslands has always been
a top priority of landowners, agencies, and nonprofits working in
the region. Perhaps the most important protections implemented
in the Grasslands are the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
private land conservation easements and the Central Valley Proj-
ect Improvement Act (CVPIA). The federal conservation ease-
ments remain in perpetuity, with landowners receiving
approximately half of the appraised value of the land. To date,
over 75,000 acres on over 180 different properties are protected
with these federal conservation easements. The scale of protection
is awesome, with over 90 percent of the private properties in the
Grassland Water District (GWD) protected. The GWD encom-

passes the majority of private seasonal wetlands in the region and
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Mud Slough is a great example of a
protected corridor.

is located on the west side of the San Joaquin River. The State of
California has also been active with multiple private land ease-
ments. In addition to the private land easements, there are also
two state wildlife areas, two federal wildlife refuges, and one Cal-
ifornia state park.

Even with protection provided by conservation easements,
the area would provide little value to wildlife if not for the spring,
summer, and fall water supplies made available through 1992

City and County General Plan
Updates Underway

The City of Los Banos and the County of Merced are
both in the process of completing updates to their general
plans. The City of Los Banos updates will be completed
in 2008, and the county updates are scheduled for
completion in 2009. The general plans form the basis for
growth policies, many of which will be in close proximity
to Grassland wetlands. Conservation partners, including
USFWS, Ducks Unlimited, California Department of Fish
and Game, and CWA, in the region are working with
planners on policies that protect agricultural buffer areas,
in addition to existing Grassland wetland and upland
habitat.
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CVPIA legislation. This landmark legisla-
tion provided, for the first time, adequate
and quality water supplies to sustain
Grasslands habitats.

The future concerns for the Grass-
lands center on protecting the remaining
wetland habitat and the adjacent lands
that provide an invaluable buffer. Agricul-
tural land is the most common compatible
buffer in the Grasslands and is vital for
wildlife. Buffers provide long-term preser-
vation of open space and reduce biological
impacts from encroachment of urban in-
frastructure, light, and noise issues. Agri-
cultural buffers are also valuable when
dealing with mosquito abatement, issues
affecting hunting, and the interface of do-
mestic dogs and cats with wildlife.

A corridor is a type of buffer that al-
lows wildlife to travel from one wildlife
habitat to another. Mud Slough is a great
example of a corridor that has been pro-
tected through USFWS easements and
with an agriculture buffer created by city
general plan policy. The corridor connects
the north and south Grasslands, similar to
the middle of an hour glass. The City of
Los Banos lies to the west side of the cor-
ridor, and the key to protecting Mud
Slough was the participation of private
landowners in perpetual conservation
easements. Next came an agriculture buf-
fer. Partners in the region working, with
city planners, were then able to identify
the San Luis Canal as an urban boundary
limit. The San Luis Canal has worked well
as a corridor buffer for the better part of a
decade.

Grassland wetlands have largely been
protected through agency acquisition and
through federal and state perpetual con-
servation easements. The future viability
of this wetland ecosystem will rest on the
protection and maintenance of compatible
buffer areas. Many accomplishments have
been achieved in the buffer areas through
additional conservation easements and
through working with city and county
planning departments. The continuation
of securing both federal and state conser-
vation easements, in addition to working
with regional city and county planners,
will be of critical importance to the future
of the Grasslands ecosystem and its wet-

lands.

66

The Next Generation
EDUCATION IN THE @RASSLANDS

by Carina Port, CWA Associate Editor

Kids in the Grasslands are learning about wildlife, wetlands, and conservation through
educational partnerships. CWA Photo

he California Waterfowl Association (CWA) is proud to recognize the many types

of conservation education underway in the Grasslands. As a dynamic home to fed-

eral, state, and private wetlands, the region offers a variety of projects that teach
conservation and recreation skills.

One of the most important goals of CWA is to promote our hunting heritage in Cal-
ifornia. In addition to getting the word out about youth hunt opportunities in the Grass-
lands, CWA volunteers attend post-season hunts at Los Banos Wildlife Area and San Luis

Youth Highlight:

In 2008, one young Grasslands hunter had a unique opportunity as one of
two winners of CWA's celebrity hunt. Richard Cornell and his dad traveled
from Gustine to spend the day hunting with Major League Baseball
Manager Dusty Baker. Richard impressed everyone with his star shooting
and went home with several ducks, a goose, and two autographed
baseballs.
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National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) to hand out hats, refreshments,
and lots of information to the junior hunters. Enthusiasm for
hunting is also spread through the Ron Pierce Memorial Outdoor
Adventures Day, hosted by the Stevenson-North Grasslands CWA
Chapter each spring. In 2007, 88 youngsters participated in ar-
chery, BB gun target practice, video fishing, wood duck box
building, and more. This day of outdoor fun is in memory of
longtime dedicated CWA youth volunteer Ron Pierce.

In the classroom, youngsters learn about conservation
through the Federal Junior Duck Stamp Program. Working local-
ly with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, California Department
of Fish and Game, Central Valley Joint Venture, Grassland Water
District (GWD), and numerous other organizations, CWA deliv-
ers teaching materials for the program to nearly 1,000 public and
private schools in the San Joaquin Valley each year.

Students from the Grasslands gain even more hands-on ex-
perience with nature through the Grassland Environmental Edu-
cation Center (GEECe), which was highlighted in the
September/October issue of California Waterfowl. As a GEECe
supporter, CWA has helped fund the education coordinator posi-
tion for several years and provides waterfowl and wetlands edu-

cation materials. GEECe recently moved to the Los Banos Wildlife

Area, where it now offers year-round educational field trips for
student and adult groups.

Several festivals in the Grasslands get local communities in-
volved and informed. From the Riparian Rabbit Festival at the
San Joaquin River NWR to the Ducks Unlimited Greenwing Event
in Kingsburg, juniors have a great time learning about wetland
animals, building wood duck boxes, and much more. Each April,
CWA is one of many sponsors of the Wild On Wetlands (WOW)
Festival, which draws more than 500 visitors to see exhibits, tour
wetlands, attend workshops, and discover a new love of the out-
doors. To get involved in any of these festivals, contact cwaeduca-
tion@calwaterfowl.org, and we can get you information.

Our thanks go to the many active volunteers who help with
Grasslands education projects, including Rick Knoerschild, Jack
Sparks, Mike Stover, Jack Yorker, and the entire Stevenson-North
Grasslands Chapter. CWA would also like to thank the following
Grasslands partners: California Department of Fish and Game,
California Hawking Club, City of Los Banos, GEECe, Grassland
Water District, Los Banos Wildlife Area, Modesto Properties, San
Luis NWR, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 5%

Ch a i r'S M essa g e (continued from page 5)

at reaching 1,400 young sportsmen and
women by 2010. Junior hunts reach 1,200
youths, with a goal of four percent increase
per year.

School Programs

*  Wetland kits are loaned to teachers to
advance education about wetland en-
vironments.

*  Junior Duck Stamp Program materi-
als are distributed to 6,000-plus
schools annually, and CWA has also
developed an in-class presentation
program.

* In 2007 we made over 200 presenta-
tions.

* A Youth Leadership Program with
five intensive courses annually and
wetland tours for younger students.

* Internships, fellowships, and college
chapters all help to make connections
with young adults.

Publications
The CWA magazine is published six
times per year. A highly skilled volunteer

CALIFORNIA WATERFOWL + MARCH/APRIL 2008

editorial committee works with staff for the
production of this excellent publication.

Community Outreach

CWA has exhibits at 30 public festi-
vals with a goal of developing an addition-
al two each year. Nearly two-thirds of the
festivals in 2007 have been covered by
volunteers.

The CWA Youth and Education Com-
mittee is responsible for much of the coor-
dination for the Youth and Education
Programs. Volunteers and staff implement
these activities. The Youth and Education
Committee meets four times per year.

Waterfowl and Wetlands

The theme for the current magazine
is the Wood Duck Program. The CWA
Wood Duck Program is the cornerstone of
volunteer achievement in wetlands and
conservation. With assistance from staff,
500 dedicated volunteers work long hours
to dramatically increase wood duck popu-
lations in California.

I remember when the wood duck bag
limit was two birds per day. Through the
efforts of CWA staff and volunteers, over
480,000 wood ducks have been hatched
since 1991. This program has a dual ben-
efit of producing ducks and teaching
about conservation.

This year is the 17th anniversary of the
California Wood Duck Program. On behalf
of the entire CWA Board of Directors, I ex-
tend our appreciation to the many people
who have made this happen. Special thanks
go to Sandy Ferreira and Rick Knoern-
schild, current co-chairs of the program. I
would also like to recognize Robert Franco,
who for many years has run the Wood
Duck Dinner and raised thousands of dol-
lars to assist the program.

As Chair of the CWA Board of Direc-
tors and a CWA volunteer, I am fortunate
to work with many talented and commit-
ted people on a daily basis. The future
holds great promise and I am excited about
the new achievements to come. 5
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Covering the Federal Flank

(continued from page 39)

sentative Mike Thompson (D1st/CA) paid dividends when the
House and Senate voted to override the President’s veto of H.R.
1495, the Water Resources Development Act of 2007. Among
other things, the measure authorizes $40 million for habitat res-
toration and enhancement in the Suisun Marsh. However, these
funds must now be appropriated in order to be available for ex-
penditure. H.R. 1495 includes language which requires the Sec-
retary of the Army to conduct a comprehensive study to determine
the feasibility of opportunities for restoring, preserving, and pro-
tecting the Suisun Marsh. The measure also authorizes the Secre-
tary to participate in critical restoration programs that will produce
immediate and substantial ecosystem benefits in the Suisun Marsh
and other areas of the San Pablo Bay watershed.

H.R. 2757 — Duck Stamp Act/Wetland
Loan Act

In June 2007, U.S. Representatives Mike Thompson (D-1st/
CA) and Don Young (R-At Large/AK) introduced H.R. 2757, leg-
islation that would authorize an increase in the price of the fed-
eral duck stamp to accelerate the restoration, enhancement and
protection of waterfowl habitats. The measure was immediately

referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources where it
continues to wait to be heard in the Subcommittee on Fisheries,
Wildlife and Oceans.

To generate additional funding, the measure would increase
the price of the federal duck stamp to $25 beginning in 2009
through 2016, and increase the price of a stamp to $35 after 2016.
The legislation would also authorize $40 million/year for FY 2009
through 2018, with funds appropriated pursuant to the Act treat-
ed as an interest free advance to the migratory bird conservation
fund. Repayment to the fund would be made annually from the
revenue generated by federal duck stamp sales that year in excess
of $15 per stamp.

At our request, H.R. 2757 includes language to help ensure
that national wildlife refuge system lands acquired with these
funds allow hunting and other priority general public uses.

We will continue to closely monitor and influence these and
other measures that may impact California’s waterfowl, wetlands,
the second half of the 110th
Congress. For updated information on these and other issues,

and our hunting heritage in 2008 —

check www.outdoorheritage.org and www.calwaterfowl.org. 5

SPORTING
CLAYS

“Golf With A Shot Gun”

Tune Up Your Shooting Skills Before
You Get Into The Blind

PROFESSIONALLY DESIGNED
100 SHOT COURSE

Sporting clays is a
European game that
N has found its way to

§ America. It is a shot
w E
™
DiXOW
0o
e,

gunning sport that
permits the shooter to
adevelop wing shooting
technique Each station
is designed to replicate
different shooting situ-
ations encountered in
the field.

FOR MORE INFO CALL
BIRDS LANDING
HUNTING PRESERVE
(707) 374-5092

www.birdslanding.net

Clip This Ad And
Receive A 10%
Discount On A Round
Of 100 Targets

Winter hours: Wed. - Sun. 10-3

LIBERTY SAFES

* SPECIAL OFFER TO CWA MEMBERS %

FRANKLIN SERIES

¢ 1200°F - 1 Hour Omega Fire
* 3-Way Active 1" Bolts
¢ Glossy or Granite Finishes

e Lifetime Warranty

* Present this ad for: %
FR-17 $50 Off
FR-25 $75 Off
FR-35 $100 Off
FR-50 $125 Off

90 Days Same as Cash s

W. SACRAMENTO £/ 55150 5 oy 877-371-1900
SAN JOSE 2897 So. Bascom Ave, 95008 800 558 6664

Hwy. 17 at Camden (Exit East)
www.llbertysafenorcal.com

*Expires 12-30-07; Olfer based on normal showroom price. Not available with any ¢

vier offer, First quality only.
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GET A JEWEL OF YOUR OWN
Learn the “ins and outs” of Gray Lodge
Wildlife Area with A Jewel in the Pacific

Flyway, a CWA-published book.
Author John Cowan was manager of the
wildlife area for decades and offers a unique
look at the animals and humans who have
enjoyed it. Special thanks go to the Trione
Foundation for sponsoring the book.
Visit www.calwaterfowl.org and click the
CWA Store link.
MAKES A GREAT GIFT!

CLUBS/REAL ESTATE

2 parcels 350+/-acres each, proven Duck Club,
Pheasant, Geese, Duck and Dove. Near District 10
area, North of Marysville $3,850 per acre.
Parcels can be purchased separately 916-481-0500
www.macbriderealty.com

COLLECTOR'’S ITEMS CLUBS/REAL ESTATE

Duck and Goose Hunters
Call NOW for Available Blinds

Butte City Hunting Club
“Located in the
Butte Creek Flyway.
We offer quality hunting...
...at affordable prices!”
Call: (530) 982-0234

West Valley Flyway
3,000 Acres of Flooded Rice
North of Willows
New properties for
2008-2009 Season
2 & 4 man blinds available.
Call Phil: (530) 518-3619

o v

DUCK BUND WANTED

FATHER/SON LOOKING FOR QUALITY
DUCK BLIND
PREFER 3 MAN TANK
FOR THE 2008/2009 SEASON
PREFER AREAS WITHIN 1 HOUR
OF SACRAMENTO

PLEASE CALL: DAVE BRYAN 916-685 -7062

Farm & Ranch Realty
www.farmranchrealty.us

Ducks & Pheasants

96 ac. Near Zamora in Yolo Co. just off

I-5, only 45 minutes from Sacramento,

end of county road. Totally remodeled

2 bd., 1 ba. House, 45 ac. Of Class #1
soils for income. 34 ac. In wildlife habitat,

3000 ac. Private refuge next door,
chance to own your own private hunting
or nature preserve. Was $795,000 but
recently reduced to $725,000 for quick
sale.
(530) 666-4638

BLINDS
Fishdog Rod & Gun Club
Now leasing 2, 3&4 man
rice blinds for 08/09 season!
Call Ben 408-968-8275 or 530-589-4013

HUNTERS CLASSIFIED

COLLECTOR’'S ITEMS

WANTED
OLD WOODEN DECOYS, DUCK CALLS,
SHELL BOXES, OLD FISHING LURES
AND REELS.
FOR SALE: MATCHING NUMBERS CALIF.
AND NEVADA DUCK STAMP PRINTS
(415) 459-8854

TREE LAKE MARSH DUCKCLUB
FOR SALE
LAMBERTVILLE, Ca.

North Sacramento Valley — Near Sacramento
Wildlife Refuge Area
67 Acres natural habitat on No. Boundary
of Willow Ck. Ranch
4 ponds w/ 4 large metal Dbl. Blinds &

1 Triple Blind. Water Well w/ 3500 GPM
Classic 2400 ft. Ranch Cabin has 5 Bd. 2.5 Ba.
w/ 3 car Gar. w/ W/D hook up
Club has additional separate 600 ft. attached
1 Bd. 1 Ba. Apt. w/ kitchenette
3 car carport, dog runs, Walk-in Cooler Box,
“Wader Boot room”, Gun Cleaning Room $750,000,
call Bob (916) 638-1300 or (916) 765-7492, or email
“westpref@pacbell.net”

LOS BANOS DUCK CLUBS

Looking ahead to the 2008 & 09
Duck Season. Get on my list for
Duck Clubs, Duck Club memberships or
Duck Blind Rentals for next season.
If you have a Duck Club or club
Membership for sale or blinds to
Rent call CHARLIE FISHER.
Specializing in the sale, lease & blind rentals in the
GRASSLANDS
Since 1967. Call Charlie at Bailey Properties.
831-688-7434
Or 831-818-0408

NEED LISTINGS for Duck Club/Rice ground
($50K & up) — Butte Sink, Biggs, Richvale, West-
ern Canal, District 10

William T. Morgan Real Estate
530-662-8696
www.witmorgan.com

Duck Club Membership, major club, Bay Area.
500 +/-acres, 13 ponds, large clubhouse, boat and
motor incl. $50K.

MacBride Co. 916-481-0500
www.macbriderealty.com

Bell Outing Outstanding Colusa County
Duck Club and Retreat!
Located due south of Delevan National Wildlife Refuge. This
95 acre marsh with 5 blinds, boat house and channel, 4 br.
lodge with beautiful grounds, outbuildings and bass lake is
located smack-dab in the middle of waterfowl central, also
known as the Lurline Creek area. Shooting logs available.
For brochure and information please call
Stromer RealtyCo. of California
(530) 671-2770 or
Doug McGeoghegan (530) 682-3161

CALIFORNIA WATERFOWL + MARCH/APRIL 2008
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CLUBS/REAL ESTATE

CLUBS/REAL ESTATE

CLUBS/REAL ESTATE

Ranch - Hunting - Fishing Properties

1,118 acres: Cottonwood Ranch is a combination

of two adjoining ranches now on the market! This
is the best hunting property available in
Northern California! The ranch is located east of
Cottonwood CA and about 30 minutes south of
Redding, CA. Beautiful property with Cottonwood
creek flowing thru the ranch and 6 ponds. 60 acres
irrigable with free riparian water, nice ranch house,
excellent horse barn, hay barns, and corrals. Black
tail deer, pigs, wild turkey, bear, wood ducks, and
upland game birds. Beautiful views of Mt. Shasta
and Mt. Lassen. $3,295,000.

120 Deeded acres: A great estate located on the
banks of upper Fall River, home to one of Califor-
nia’s finest wild trout populations. Beautiful 5,800
Sg. Ft ranch style home is nestled along the banks
of Fall River. Private dock, heliport, barns, Caretak-
ers home, and more come with this package. Also
flood irrigated pasture for hay or cattle. Wild rice
could be planted; it would then offer some of North-
eastern California’s best duck and goose hunting.
Price reduction - Must sell. $3.9 million.

Approximately 1,402 deeded acres, about 1,000

acres of irrigated ground. Unique large ranch in Fall
River Valley has cattle, hay and wild rice. Two

homes, barns, shops and corrals. This ranch has

unbelievable waterfowl and mule deer. Hunt-

ing close to Fall River. Great cattle and hay ranch.
Sells with all cattle and equipment-Turn key opera-
tion- New 3,000 G.P.M. well- Call for details.

420 acres: Next to White Lake Unit of the lower
Klamath Wildlife Refuge. Great opportunity to de-
velop a great duck club in the Klamath Basin. Has
well water so no water problems. Call for map and
brochure. A portion of the deeded property is in
White Lake. May be a WRP project. Best Duck
hunting deal in California—Income from hay
$1,000,000.

Bill Wright/Bill Quinn
SHASTA LAND SEVICES, INC.

(530) 221-8100
www.ranch-lands.com

All Year Club!

1490 +/- acres. One of the most produc-
tive Hunting Clubs in Northern Califor-
nia. Ducks, Geese, Pheasant, Dove.
This club has it all. Extensive improve-
ments 7 room headquarter house, club
manager house + other bldgs. 13 Duck
blinds and Duck stands. Farm road
through the club. Access all year Coun-
ty Road. Priced to sell at $3,500 per
acre. Picture brochure available. Call
916-481-0500

MacBride Realty Co.
2255 Watt Ave, #120
Sacramento CA 95825

Bus: 916-481-0500
Fax: 916-481-1618
Email: macb@macbride.com
www.macbriderealty.com

MURDOCK
GUN CLUB

2,500 acres, 2 miles northwest of
Gray Lodge, bordering Butte Creek
and Upper Butte Sink WA
For information:

P. O. Box 4801, Chico, CA 95927
(530) 893-1907
www.murdockgunclub.com

ACREAGE FOR SALE
680-acre “Glenco Farms” Hunting Club
located in the upper Butte Basin across from
the “Little Dry Creek” waterfowl sanctuary.
(Little Dry Creek has been one of the most
successful waterfowl refuges in the state.) This
outstanding club is located next door to “Casa
de Patos,” one of the premier hunting clubs in
the Pacific Flyway.
Asking $3,740,000.

310 acres plus outstanding
Clubhouse in the heart of the
Butte Sink and surrounded
by exclusive and “top” producing
duck clubs in the Basin. A once in a lifetime
opportunity.
$3,650,000

STROMER REALTY COMPANY
Yuba City, CA (530) 671-2770
www.stromerrealty.com
Est. Since 1947

SILVERNAIL-PETERSON

“DUCK *% CLUBS”

SEE WHAT’S
NEW FOR
2008- 2009 SEASON
Clubs From Sutter Bypass to Nelson

* SEASONAL 4 PERSON BLINDS
* DAILY HUNTS, GUIDED OR UNGUIDED
* LODGING AVAILABLE
* WATERFOWL REAL ESTATE CONSULTANTS
o LICENSED REALTOR - from duck clubs,
rice ground to homes
* CLUB ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT

60 YEARS COMBINED PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Larry Silvernail - 530-882-4439
Lonny Peterson - 530-892-8611

s-pduckclub.com

Premier Yolo Bypass Duck Club Membership

Located South of the Yolo Causeway and
Vic Fazio Wildlife Area
1200+ Acres of Natural Wetlands and Uplands. Excellent
Duck, Goose and Pheasant Hunting Modern Clubhouse
Membership Includes Interest in Commercial Income
Property
Located in Sacramento, CA
$275,000 Firm
Serious Inquires Only!
916-609-8301/ 916-443-5003

L 3
W
Gary Miller Realty, Inc.

Duck club buying and selling is our specialty.
(530) 741-3494
9614 Stearns Lane
Browns Valley, CA 95918

Call CWA
at
(916) 648-1406
to place
an ad.

CALIFORNIA
WATERFOWL

Wiy Gaines
Ranch

PRINCETON e RICHVALE
WILLOWS

DUCK - GOOSE - PHEASANT

Seasonal blinds available for next season

Day hunts, combo hunts, guides and
dogs available
P. 0. Box 132, Durham, CA 95938

(530) 518-8626

www.GainesRanch.com
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CLUBS/REAL ESTATE

1/3 interest in 203-acre Duck Club
in North Butte Sink area.

All Natural ponds, near slough.
3 Bedroom 2 bath Clubhouse.
$525,000.

Call Bill Cotter MacBride Realty Co.
530-724-3321 or 916-481-0500

MALLARD ALLEY DUCK CLUB
PRIME RICHVALE AREA
ONLY 1 BLIND LEFT

CALL NOW!
(707) 451-8212

Patti Jo Scott & Ron Burger

Field Trial & Gun Dog Puppies

4699 Ryer Road East

Walnut Grove, CA 95690
(916) 775-0089 - www.diamondplabs.com

DOGS

Complete Retriever T raining ?rogram
For Hunt Jest and Gun Dogs
Started and Finished Dogs Available
41 Years Experience
Gary Bethel
60 Bartle Lane, Oroville, CA 95966
(530) 532-4423

HUNTING OUTFITTERS

NorTH BUTTE SINK GUIDE SERVICE
Small with quality in mind
Goose/duck hunts; 4-man blind
Guided, Excellent area
Seasonal Duck Blinds
Trained retrievers
(530) 846-1074
licensed-bonded-insured

»>

209-366-2816
DIAMOND P LABRADORS

TRAINED RETRIEVERS FOR SALE
READY FOR THE DUCK BLIND
PIN-MARK RETRIEVERS
TED ROBINSON
530-674-2891
www.pin-mark.com

Lab puppies for Hunters
www. Stonewalldogs.com

WES’S MARSH MANAGEMENT

Habitat & water management.

Experience the hunt of a lifetime:
geese, ducks and upland game.
The cost of a 5 day-4 man hunt

includes licenses, meals,
accommodations and a vehicle.

Licensed outfitter, references available,

very reasonable rates.

For more info call Blaire or Denise at
306-389-4318. Saskatchewan, Canada

Program assistance.
Mowing-Disking-Backhoe
Everything from trees to decoys.
We are the only mgmt. co. with
our own equipment.
Specializing in the Grasslands area.
We don't just recommend,
we make it happen!
Contact: WES (209) 761-1638

Frank Alessio Predator Service specializing in
the trapping and removal of predators that affect

DOG RAMP

Saves you and your pet from
possible injuries associated with
loading pet to and from vehicle!

661-619-9150
WWW.TRAVELITEDOGRAMP.COM

ground nesting avian. Many years of experience
and reasonable rates, that your duck club would
be able to afford. Call Frank B. Alessio (916)
218-9315 or Robert R. Alessio (916) 807-0020
for free brochure and assistance.

EQUIPMENT/SUPPLIES

DUCKWORTH RETRIEVERS

Complete Retriever Training Program
For Hunt Test and Gun Dogs
Using the Gentle Approach
_ Started Dogs Available for the
Discriminating Sportsman

LYNN HANIGAN
210 Leach Drive, Midland, OR 97634
(541) 882-6137
e-mail: fetchhold@charter.net
www.duckworthretrievers.com

High quality
aerial imagery for
habitat delineation

Argentina, 4 Days Doves - $2,450
Includes 2,000 Rds.

Argentina 5 1/2 Day Combos - $4,600
2,500 Rds Doves, Ducks, Pigeon

Argentina Hunts Include Licenses, House

Tips & Open Bar

Mexico, Hermosillo — 3 Day Doves $1,950

Ducks & Quail additional

Canada, Sask - $2,500
Ducks, Geese

*All Hunts Include food, lodging and Airport

pick-up & Return

Neal’s for 20yrs-209-605-1911
Details www.nealsbirdhunting.com
Air not included

and scaled
photo maps
Rectified/Projected
Photos for GIS Systems

GEOIMAGERY 1.530.823.6230
www.geo-imagery.com

BRIGGS MFG.COM
CONCRETE WATER CONTROL STRUCTURES
SINCE 1982

© FLASHBOARD RISERS © SCREWGATES

RETRIEVER TRAINING

“Specializing in making your best friend
your best hunting partner!”

Started Gun Dogs Available
Located on
CRTA’s “Goose Lake” Training Grounds
Lost Hills, CA

Brian Clasby
661/304-6018
Www.runninretrievers.com

* WEIRS
* DUCK BLINDS
o SEPTIC TANKS

© FLAP GATES

 CORRUGATED STEEL PIPE

© CORRUGATED PLASTIC PIPE

© (CORRUGATED ALUMINUM PIPE
WE CAN DELIVER ANYWHERE IN CALIFORNIA WITH

OUR CRANE TRUCK
PO BOX 45/2286 COUNTY ROAD N WILLOWS CA 95988
(530) 934-2663 FAX (530) 934-2041

www.briggsmfg.com

WESTERN WILDLIFE
ADVENTURES
236-A W. East Avenue, PMB 349
Chico, CA 95926
Phone and Fax: (866) 748-1277
Website: www.wildlifeadv.com

California Duck Hunts
Duck and Goose Hunts
Flooded Rice, Decoys*

*$125 per day per person

$2700/3-Man Blind

California Wild Pig Hunts
$600 Per Person
500 to 16,000 Acre Private Ranches

Special Nevada Deer Hunt
50% Draw Odds!
100% Harvest Opportunity!

Air Transportation Not Included

Other Hunting and Fishing Trips Available
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Duck Chow can be planted any time during the

year, but will not sprout until the ground temperature

reaches about 65 F and, will produce an abundant

amount of food needed for wintering waterfowl.

Duck Chow will geherally replant itself every year
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Robert Mathews Farms
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