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ing-necked

ducks are
named for the
chestnut ring
sround the neck of
the males, although
their anqular heads and

tion

the white band across
their bills are much easier
to see in the field. Ring-
necks are commonly
misidentified as scaup, which Adults eat aquatic plant seeds and tubers, while The eqgs are then covered with down, and sometimes
they resemble in marking and ducklings prefer invertebrates. Ring-necked ducks overhead reeds are woven to form a canopy. Ring-
behavior. run on {Lc water to take flight and slide on the necks often nest close tegether, laying anywhere from

surface while landing. five to 14 eqgs. Once hatched, tTne young stay with
As diving ducks, ring-necks have the female until they can fly. The ducklings feed
their feet set far back on their bodies Found across the United States and in the lower mainly by dabbling on the surface but are able to
to propel them under the water half of Canada, ring-necks nest in marshes, dive when only a few days old.
Although ring-necked ducks are expert favoring those surrounded by woodlands, espe-
divers, they feed in shallower water than cially coniferous forests. Eqq laying and nest Ring-necked ducks begin arriving at wintering
other diving ducks, usually less than six building occur almost at the same time. They areas in the Central Valley of California in
feet in depth. usually build nests over water in sedges. Flattened mid-September, with their numbers peak-

plants provide the base upon which the first eggs ing in December. They migrate at night in
— are laid. small flocks of 10 to 75 birds.
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